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practice patience. He wrote me thus about it, on
the fourth of June:

‘I find myself here in the midst of extraordinary
confusion,—on one hand, I have to keep them at
work upon our cabin; and, on the other, I have
the sick to [220] visit; the former only do a part of
what they attempt, and I encounter near the latter
more sorcerers and Arendioouané than occasions to
speak to them of God and of the matter of their sal-
vation. I thank my Savior for the patience he gives
me, and that, among so many causes for distraction,
he does not leave me without internal consolation;
otherwise it would be for me a little hell to find my-
self in this condition, and to be deprived, as I am,
of the use of the Sacraments. I console myself
with the thought I have that we are not building
here a simple cabin, but a house for our Lady,—or
rather many beautiful chapels in the principal vil-
lages of the country, since it is here that we hope,
with the aid of Heaven, to cast the seeds for a beau-
tiful and plenteous harvest of souls. Since I have
been here God has granted me the favor to baptize
three sick persons,—a little child, our host, and his
daughter. As regards the latter, if they do not re-
cover, it will not be from having spared the native
remedies. This good man has always been ready
to dance, sing, and perform the Aowtaeroki for the
others; and on this occasion they have not failed to
render him like service. They have oftentimes re-
lated things to us that were almost incredible, [221]
concerning these feasts that they call Aowtaeroki.
Here is what I have seen of them with my own eyes:

““On the 24th of May, one of these feasts was
made for his health and that of his daughter. They



